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Customer Snapshot
In-line finishing delivers results

Envisioning the future.

Think Smart Factory 2019 is a consortium of Japanese manufacturers in the print industry
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the Canon press. Printed output is delivered to a
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Screen, and Value Machine. TSF2019, organized by Horizon, was designed to highlight

perforation capabilities, and then into a Horizon

the transformative power of innovation and automation and present a vision of the

StitchLiner 6000 Digital Saddlestitcher for finishing.

future of the print industry.

New event draws high interest among those in digital print market

Cypress Fairbanks Independent School District, Texas

From November 11-13th, the Standard team, along with other print technology leaders and industry professionals, traveled to
Kyoto, Japan for Think Smart Factory 2019 (TSF2019). The inaugural event was
sponsored by leading digital print vendors, software providers, and Standard
Finishing manufacturers Horizon and Hunkeler.

Standard Hunkeler/Horizon Roll-to-Booklet line leads to high efficiency and raises staff morale.

Think Smart Factory Debuts in Kyoto, Japan.
Designed to be a completely innovative trade show event, TSF2019
offered attendees a truly unique experience. In lieu of vendor booths, the
43,000 square foot show space was transformed into a fully automated
working factory from order entry to shipping and delivery. Horizon’s
solutions, which Standard distributes in North America, were used
for finishing processes. Every system in the hall was connected via
a digital workflow, and automatic transport, in-feeding, and
off-loading were incorporated to demonstrate a true “smart
factory.” During the 3-day show, attendees were also able
to sit in on live demonstrations, seminars, and panels
from industry leaders, print vendors, and technology innovators.

October 23 - 25, Dallas, Texas

Standard and Partners
Highlight Finishing at
PRINTING United.

Standard closed out a busy October with a trip down to Texas for PRINTING
United! The inaugural event, organized by SGIA and NAPCO to build upon
the original SGIA Expo, brought over 650 exhibitors and thousands of print
professionals from all industry verticals to the Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center in Dallas.
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Cobblestone Graphic Equipment Co. showcased the
Standard Horizon AFC-566FG Folder, CRF-362 Creaser/
Folder, RD-4055DMC Die Cutter, and SmartSlitter

RMGT Graphic Systems North America featured
Standard Horizon’s StitchLiner Mark lll Saddlestitcher
PDS Equipment highlighted the Standard Horizon
BQ-480 Perfect Binder

Screen Americas presented the Standard Hunkeler
Gen 8 Roll-to-Stack Solution

As the third largest school district in
Texas, the Cypress Fairbanks Independent
School District (CFISD) has more than
117,000 students across 91 campuses
consisting of 56 elementary schools, 18
middle schools, 12 high schools and 5
special program facilities. The district has
more than 16,000 employees and is the
only district in the state to be ranked in
the top three most effective and efficient
districts in Texas by the Education
Resource Group for each of the last six
years. At CFISD, administrative
expenditures account for only 1.8% of
the operating budget.
For a district of this size and caliber,
CFISD’s printing resources are a critical
asset. An efficient print shop can deliver
both significant value to the district as
well as contribute to a better bottom
line. That’s the mission that Derrek
Thompson, Print Center Manager for the
district’s Janie Scott Print & Production
Department, has undertaken since he
joined the organization 10 years ago.

“For a district this size,” he says, “we
have quite a small department with only
12 employees. But we deliver a huge
amount of printed material to the district
with this talented staff.” The district has
six toner-based printers/copiers and four
small offset presses. “Our problem was
that our finishing department couldn’t
keep up with the output from our copiers
and presses,” Thompson explains. “We
would have pallets of paper sitting
around waiting for finishing, and we
often had to outsource work to meet
deadlines – in fact, as much as $250,000
worth of outsourcing annually. We knew
we needed to take action to continue to

Standard’s latest and most popular solutions were on display, including the
Horizon StitchLiner Mark III Saddlestitcher with the new VAC-L600H collating
towers, the BQ-480 Perfect Binder, the
RD-4055DMC Die Cutter, and the robust
Hunkeler Generation 8 Roll-to-Stack line.

The next PRINTING United show will be
held from October 21-23, 2020, in
Atlanta, Georgia.
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A More Productive Print/Finishing Solution
Significantly Reduces Outsourcing.

FinishLine 11.2019

FinishLine 11.2019

dealer LSS Digital seamlessly
installed the Hunkeler and
Horizon components of the
system and now provides
ongoing maintenance
and service for the front
and back ends of the line.

In-line Hunkeler and Horizon solution reduces costly
finishing bottlenecks at CFISD.

do our best to serve the needs of the
district.”

Thompson and his team determined that
a roll-fed inkjet press with in-line
finishing would be the best solution to
their dilemma. “We looked at solutions
from three different printer vendors, who
all basically recommended the same inline finishing choices. Ultimately, we
decided to go with the Canon Océ
ColorStream 3900 digital color printing
system. And since we had already had a
Horizon StitchLiner 5500 Saddlestitcher
for some time – and had very good
experience with it – we chose to work
with Standard Finishing and Canon to
configure an in-line solution that would
best meet our needs.”

CFISD installed a Standard Hunkeler/
Horizon Roll-to-Booklet line last April
along with its Canon 3900. The solution
begins with a Hunkeler unwinder into the
Canon press. Printed output is delivered
to a Hunkeler CS6-HS Cutter equipped
with vertical perforation capabilities,
and then into a Horizon StitchLiner
6000 Digital Saddlestitcher for final
finishing. Houston-based Standard

“Although it has only been five months
since installation,” Thompson says, “the
results have been dramatic. We have
virtually eliminated outsourcing, and
operation of the line only requires two
people instead of the three or four we
required before. Now at least half of our
work goes through that line, basically
paper in and finished booklets out. As an
example, one recurring job we do used to
take us 54 hours to complete. Now we get
it done in 9 hours!” He adds that since the
system got up and running, it has basically
run itself, with two people taking finished
product off the end of the line, boxing and
labeling it, and getting it ready for
distribution.

In this more productive working environment, morale among the staff has
skyrocketed. “We just got through the
school year start-up,” Thompson says,
“and historically that time period has been
extremely stressful for us. This year, with
our new Canon/Hunkeler/Horizon line, staff
is working at 100% instead of 110%,
everything is calm, and it doesn’t seem like
a rush. The troops are much happier, and
this is a much more pleasant place to
work. Not only have we saved the district
money by virtually eliminating outsourcing,
we are meeting our deadlines. But for me,
the improvement in the work environment for my hardworking team is the
biggest plus of all.”

